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On April 8, Peruvians went to the polls to vote for president, two vice presidents, 60 senators,
180 deputies, and regional officials in 11 of 22 departments. Nine candidates competed in the
presidential race. Registered voters numbered 9,923,072, and the National Elections Panel set up
51,855 polling stations throughout the country. Voting is mandatory by law. Voting was delayed
in some areas, result of local election officials' failure to make an appearance, or to open the polls
on time. Closing of the polls was postponed for two hours, or until 5 p.m. Under Peruvian law, a
presidential candidate must receive a simple majority of the popular vote to avoid a runoff. Voters
will return to the polls to cast ballots in a runoff on the last Sunday of May, or the first Sunday of
June. President Alan Garcia's term ends July 28. He is legally ineligible to serve a consecutive term.
According to AFP, early unofficial results gave Mario Vargas Llosa of the Democratic Front coalition
(FREDEMO) 34.7% of the vote, and independent Alberto Fujimori, 25.7%. Official returns will not
be available for several weeks. Results of an exit poll by APOYO, a market research firm, showed
Vargas Llosa with 36.8%; Fujimori, 26.7%; Luis Alva Castro, candidate of the governing APRA
Party, 13.2%; Henry Pease, United Left (IU), 7%; and, Alfonso Barrantes, Socialist Left (IS), 4%. The
remainder of the votes were distributed among four minor party candidates and blank or nullified
votes. APOYO said results were based on 54% of total interviews nationwide. Last week, Fujimori,
51, rose into second place in voter surveys, displacing Alva Castro, 48. Fujimori, an agricultural
engineer, is the son of Japanese immigrants, and a former university president. A month ago, he was
unknown, and in the past two weeks was transformed into a national phenomenon. Political analysts
note Fujimori not only lacks a formal party organization, but also a campaign platform or a set of
policies he proposes to implement if elected president. Fujimori took his "Change 90" campaign
to the streets, and canvassed poor neighborhoods in Lima and elsewhere. About 40% of Peruvian
voters reside in the Lima-Callao area. Notimex also pointed out that Fujimori spent less than $10,000
on his campaign, a miniscule amount compared to other presidential candidates. In February,
polls indicated that over 50% of voters supported Vargas Llosa. Campaigns by the APRA and leftist
candidates created fear about the social cost of the austerity measures proposed by Vargas Llosa by
noting the unemployment, declining real wages, looting and generalized upheaval in Argentina and
Brazil. Vargas Llosa has also reportedly been harmed by the support he has received in his two-year
campaign from traditional politicians discredited in past governments. The government put 160,000
soldiers and police on duty Sunday to guard against election disruption threatened by the Sendero
Luminoso (Shining Path) rebels. In Lima, about half of public transport services were shut down,
result of rebel threats. Rebels attacked some polling stations in Lima with dynamite, but there were
no reports of casualties. On Saturday, guerrilla attacks in Lima and two other cities killed at least
two people and wounded 30, according to police. Late Sunday, Notimex reported that in the past
48 hours, six persons were killed and over 50 wounded. Half of the nation had been placed on "red
alert," while many provinces lack water, light and transportation services due to rebel dynamite
attacks of electricity towers and threats against bus and truck drivers. In Ayacucho department, all
commerce and public transport activities were shut down on Sunday. Voting booths never opened
in the rebel-controlled Aconvinchos province. (Basic data from AP, Notimex, 04/07/90, 04/08/90;
DPA, AFP, 04/08/90)
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